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we were completely mistaken, and the Douma continued
to be intractable, the situation could hardly be made
worse by following our counsels, because, if it should
become necessary to dissolve the Douma, there would
be every advantage in not having proceeded to that
extreme until after a sincere endeavour had been made
to arrive at an understanding.    The whole country would
be grateful to the Sovereign, and if it became evident
that his endeavour had failed of success because of a
revolutionary predilection on the part of the Douma
the sane elements  of the  nation  would support the
Government all the more willingly in the direction of
repression.    It was not improbable that, after having
exhausted all effort at conciliation, the Sovereign might
have to resort to the establishment of martial law, but,
even so, anything would be preferable to the actual
situation that had been created by an impotent Govern-
ment,  which had become  a  laughing-stock in Russia
as well as abroad.
At the close of the audience, which had lasted for more
than an hour, the Emperor, without committing himself
to any definite course, authorized me to enter into
pourparlers with the personages mentioned in the
memorial, as well as with others whom circumstances
might render available, with a view to the formation
of a coalition Cabinet. It was understood at the same
time that I should be seconded in this task by M. Stoly-
pine, to whom the Emperor wrote a few words with his
own hand for me to convey to my colleague.
On my return to St. Petersburg I hastened to carry
out the plan. In accord with M. Stolypine I had secret
iirtemews with the leading members of the Douma,
bfigiiHiing with its president, M. Mouromtzoff, and for
my aegotktloBjs with the Council of the Empire I sought